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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is 
an important agreement by countries who have promised to 
protect children’s rights. The Convention explains who 
children are, all their rights, and the responsibilities of 
governments. All the rights are connected, they are all 
equally important and they cannot be taken away from 
children. 

The Convention was created 
in 1989. Since then, we 
have seen how 
environmental harm and 
climate change are 
threatening children’s 
rights globally. Children 
are demanding urgent 
action, and for their rights to 
be protected. 

In 2023, the United Nations Committee on the 
Rights of the Child launched official guidance for 
governments called General Comment No.26 
which explains how children’s rights are related to 
the environment and climate change, and what 
governments must do to protect them.
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To create this General Comment, 
children and adults across the world 
were invited to share their views on what 
should be included. 16,331 contributions 

from children across over 
100 countries were 

received! Turn over to find 
out more about the journey 
to create General Comment 
No.26.

Our Planet, Our Rights, Our Voices 
is a window into the key messages, 

stories, and calls to action children 
have shared as part of this global 

process. 

It has been created by terre des hommes and 
the Child Rights Environment Initiative (CERI) 
together with members of the General 
Comment No.26 Children’s Advisory Team. 
As far as possible, we have used children’s 
own words to illustrate their visions for a 
clean, healthy and sustainable world. 

Meet the Team! The Committee, with support from terre des 
hommes, created a global Children’s Advisory Team for the 
development of General Comment No. 26. We are between 
10 and 17 years of age, from different regions and 
backgrounds. 

Meet the T
eam
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United Nations Committee on the 

Rights of the Child’s Day of 

General Discussion in 2016

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in vo-
luptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in 
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.
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       31 March - 30 June 2022

Children were invited to share their views on 
their rights, the environment and climate
change in a questionnaire. 7416 children 
participated!

       15 November 2022 - 15 February 2023

The Committee published the first draft of 
General Comment No.26, including a 
child-friendly version. The Committee was 
specifically interested in understanding how 
children make sense of their right to a healthy 
environment, their right to  information and 
education, and their right to participation. 
8915 children shared their views from 76 
countries: 

• 4146 completed a questionnaire

• 4769 children participated in 165 group, 
creative workshops led by children, young 
people, schools and organisations using a 
participation toolkit.
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